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CALL FOR CEREMONY  

A Ceremonial Journey to Paris 

  

“It is critical that we come together with good minds and prayer as a global community of all faiths, 
to honor the Creator and the Creator’s Gift by restoring the Sacredness in Ourselves. We must work in 
unity to help Mother Earth heal so that she can bring back balance and harmony for all her children.” 
 
(From: Indigenous Elders And Medicine Peoples Council Statement Beyond Climate Change to  
Survival on Sacred Mother Earth – 21 September 2014) 
 
For decades indigenous peoples have shared at the world stages their observations, concerns and 
ancient teachings about the pollution, degradation and destruction of life on earth and called the 
world to take care of all things that support life. 
 
“The air is foul, the waters poisoned, the trees dying, the animals are disappearing. We think even the 
systems of weather are changing. Our ancient teaching warned us that if man interfered with the 
natural laws, these things would come to be. […] What is needed is the liberation of all things that 
support life – the air, the waters, the trees - all the things that support the sacred Web of Life.”  
(From: Basic Call to Consciousness - The Haudenosaunee Message to the Western World, United 
Nations, Geneva, 1977).  

 
This year, the world leaders will have an opportunity to take the decisions needed to stop the 
ongoing destruction of nature and to restore the balance of life on Mother Earth when they will 
gather at the United Nations Climate Change Conference, in Paris, France, from 30 November to 11 
December. But so far, these world leaders have put power and profit over people and planet.  

 
Therefore, we invite the Indigenous Peoples, their Elders, their New Generation, to take 
the lead on a Ceremonial Journey to Paris – to begin with Ceremonial Gatherings and 
Sacred Drumming bringing out the heartbeat of Mother Earth in all four corners of the 
Earth, on the same day, same time, the solstice of June 21, 2015.  
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On the 21st of June, Elders from all four directions will lead a ‘Sacred Ceremony at the Peace Palace in 
The Hague, The Netherlands. It will grab the attention of the international community. 
Simultaneously, Sacred Ceremonies take place all over the world. There will be 24 hours of Sacred 
Drumming worldwide. It will be known. From June into December we will make a ‘Ceremonial 
Journey’ to Paris, the last critical place and moment to ensure a living future for our children. This 
Journey implies that we choose and coordinate ceremonies worldwide together until the end of 
November. Then we travel to Paris to hold the space for a large Global Ceremonial Gathering for 
Mother Earth.   
 
In 2007, AlifURU Elders from Maluku (in the history known as the Spice islands), initiated a worldwide 
Call for Ceremony in support of adopting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP). Many indigenous peoples joined that initiative and performed their ceremonies in 
their part of the world on the same day, August 9, 2007. They called for a yearly ceremony on 13 
September for the implementation of the UNDRIP, in 2010. Alifuru Elders are now again requesting 
for a worldwide Call for Ceremony, through their representative Pelpina Sahureka.  
 
The Embassy of the Earth, founded by Frank Heckman, will play a supporting and coordinating role.  
Frank worked with his friend John D. Liu, Chinese American filmmaker and ecologist, who advised the 
ministry of environment in Peru on building a venue for Indigenous Peoples during the climate 
summit in Lima, last December. Since climate change is no longer about the science, but all about the 
economics and politics, Heckman said: ‘time is up, tables are turning, leadership must now come 
from Indigenous Peoples!’ His Ojibway friends Bruce Hardwick and Duane Kinnart, fire-keepers of 
the tribe, are also expressing the need for Sacred Ceremonies in these times of rapid climate 
changes.  
 
With Leo van der Vlist, Director of the Netherlands Centre for Indigenous Peoples (NCIV), the idea for 
a Call for a Ceremonial Journey to Paris was born. In 2004, Leo invited the Alifuru elders to The 
Netherlands for the commemoration of the closing of the First UN Decade for Indigenous Peoples in 
the Peace Palace in The Hague, where they held a sacred adat ceremony, for the first time ever 
outside of their own territories. In 2006, Leo invited Jake Swamp, a Mohawk elder, for a ceremony to 
plant a Tree of Peace in The Hague, The Netherlands. It was at this Tree of Peace where in 2007 a 
ceremony was held in The Netherlands for the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. 
 
MP Vasimalai from the Dhan Foundation in South India recently told Frank Heckman that many of 
the tribal communities they are working with were telling him about their adaptations to the changes 
in the weather. Hearing about the Call for Ceremony he replied: ‘People are ready to participate’. 
 
We really hope you are ready too! 
 
To all our relations, with love, 
 
        
Pelpina Sahureka               Frank Heckman   Leo van der Vlist  
Front Siwa Lima/Bangsa Adat AlifUrU  Embassy of the Earth  NCIV 
www.facebook.com/likefrontsiwalima  www.embassyoftheearth.org www.indigenouspeoples.nl 

 
 
NB. To keep you posted about developments and coordinate some of the efforts, please contact us 
and respond about your participation through: info@embassyoftheearth.org 
More info on Embassy of the Earth: www.embassyoftheearth.org 
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